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5.64%* 6.62% 1.39% 13.39% 

   HI DC 
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Number of public elementary and secondary 
school children suspended or expelled 

Number of students enrolled in public 
elementary and secondary schools 
 
 
*Indicates statistically significant difference from the US value at 
p<0.05. 
 

Breaking certain rules requires suspensions or expulsions by state statute or federal law, however, suspensions happen under the 

authority of the local school district and are based on local district laws. For this reason, variability by state may be due to 

differences in children's behaviors, or district policies regarding suspensions and expulsions. 

 

Decreases in suspension rates may show increasing student ability to respond appropriately to difficult or triggering situations 

(Luiselli, 2005), or improved school practices in response to disruptive behaviors. 

The majority of school suspensions are for low-level misconduct, yet being suspended doubles the likelihood that a child will 
drop out of school (Losen, 2013; Lamont, 2013). 

This metric is the percent of students receiving an out-of-school 
suspension or expulsion. 

Percent of students suspended or expelled from school. 
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